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Nature Networks Fund grant award – press release template
This template can be used to create a press release for your project. This template is for projects awarded funding by the Nature Networks Fund, one of our Welsh Government partnership programmes.
The highlighted text explains what information should be put in each section and we’ve included some example text too. Text in brackets should be replaced with your own relevant information. The highlighted text and examples should be deleted once you’ve added text relating to your project.
Once you’ve completed your press release you can send it to your Heritage Fund Grant in Aid Manager who will arrange sign off and add a quote if required.
Logos
Insert your organisation’s logo alongside our partnership logo at the top of the page. Once you have added your organisation’s logo you can delete this text.
Embargo
If you would like the story to be published after a particular date you could include an embargo date and time, so the story isn’t printed early. Once you’ve done this you can delete this text.
Embargoed until [time] on [date]
Title
The title should tell the story in a few words and highlight the key aim of the project. Once you’ve added a title you can delete this text.
[Project name or name of organisation] awarded grant by the Nature Networks Fund to [save / protect / share] [heritage asset / site / subject].
Example: Wetland Conservation awarded grant by the Nature Networks Fund to restore and protect freshwater habitats in Wales.
Main text
The first paragraph should include key information about the grant. Who has received it, the grant funding amount and the main aim of your project. Once you’ve added your first paragraph you can delete this text.
Today, [name of organisation] is announcing a £[XX] grant from Welsh Government to [save / protect / share] [heritage asset / site / subject] and [secure it for the future / create a sustainable future / transform access].
Example: Today, Wetland Conservation is announcing a £250,000 grant from the Nature Networks Fund to restore freshwater habitats and equip communities with the skills to secure a brighter future for wildlife.
Add some information about the significance of the heritage your project includes – why is this place / building / story / species so important and why does this project need to happen? Once you’ve added more information you can delete this text.
[Subject] is the [last remaining / at risk] and without this funding from [name of programme] [it could be lost forever].
Example: Wales is home to a variety of freshwater fish, mammals and invertebrates that are in decline due to the impacts of climate change. Without this funding some of those species could be lost forever.
Add the programme acknowledgement statement and some further information about your project and what the funding will achieve. Once you’ve added more information you can delete this text.
Example: Thanks to this support from the Nature Networks Fund, which is delivered by the Heritage Fund on behalf of the Welsh Government, this project will restore habitats, improve connectivity and secure a future for wetland wildlife. 
Volunteers, local groups and schools will be able to take part in the project through events and training opportunities, allowing even more people to enjoy and play a part in protecting Wales’ natural heritage.
Alongside a boost to biodiversity, the project's legacy will be improved capacity and a strengthened network of groups and organisations that will continue to collaborate on nature recovery in the region. 
If applicable you could include a call to action for your readers: a website to visit, an event to attend or a milestone to look out for. Once you’ve added more information you can delete this text.
Example: Wetland Conservation will be running events throughout the project, visit the website to find one near you.
Quotes
Add a quote from your organisation: keep it short, in natural speech and enthusiastic. Aim to create a ‘sound bite’ the media will want to use. Once you’ve added your quote you can delete this text.
[Name and role of spokesperson] from [organisation name] said: “We are thrilled to have received this support from Welsh Government through the Nature Networks Fund.
Example: Jo Bloggs from Wetland Conservation said: “We are thrilled to have received this support from the Welsh Government through the Nature Networks Fund which means vital conservation work and community outreach will ensure a brighter future for Wales’ wetlands.”
Notes to editors 
Add your notes to editors and include the notes to editors (as below) for the Heritage Fund. Once you’ve added your detail you can delete this text.
About [name of your organisation]
[Insert information about your organisation]
About Nature Networks Fund
The Nature Networks Fund is being delivered by the Heritage Fund, on behalf of the Welsh Government. 
It aims to strengthen the resilience of Wales’ network of protected land, freshwater and marine sites, supporting nature’s recovery while actively encouraging community engagement. 
Improving the condition of these protected and connected sites will enable them to function better as nature networks. Nature networks are vital, resilient areas where habitats and species can thrive and expand. Restoring connectivity in these networks will: 
· prevent further declines in species and habitat condition 
· support nature recovery 
· enhance capacity to adapt to the climate crisis 
This fund will also support the active involvement of communities in and around protected sites. Strengthening engagement with nature has direct health and wellbeing benefits for people, as well as improving the resilience of the sites themselves. 
The protected sites network covers Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas and other Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).  
For further information about protected areas of land and sea visit the Natural Resources Wales website https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/environmental-topics/wildlife-and-biodiversity/protected-areas-of-land-and-seas/?lang=en  
Further information
Add contact details which media can use for further information. Once you’ve added contact details you can delete this text.
Further information
For further information, images and interviews please contact [name of contact] at [organisation] on [telephone number and email address].
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