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New Bolsover Model Village celebrates after
recelving major Heritage Lottery Fund investment

17/12/2015

New Bolsover Model Village

The project will carry out essential repairs and restore original architectural features at the 194 dwellings that
make-up the Model Village. In addition all 138 council-owned properties will receive internal thermal
insulation.

The three-year project is due to start in June 2016 and offer a number of training and work experience
opportunities for local people. Running alongside the building work will also be an exciting programme of



activities designed to engage the community, creating a better understanding of the local heritage and
evoking a sense of pridein the local area.

Thiswill include working with the local primary and secondary schools, supporting the local community
group, Friends of New Bolsover, exploring and devel oping volunteering opportunitiesincluding a
community time bank, heritage open days, heritage big lunch and arange of other activities.

Academics and educational institutions will also be invited to get involved in the ongoing research
opportunities that the project will offer in terms of understanding how historic buildings function and ways of
improving thermal performance.

Bolsover District Council’s Cabinet Member for Housing, Councillor John Ritchie, said: “We are delighted
that the HLF have seen the benefits of this major iconic project that will provide modern homesin a
Victorian setting.

“Together with our partners, the tenants and residents we have worked very hard to bring this project to
fruition asit will benefit all the occupants of New Bolsover Model Village. We are very excited about this
project asit will not only maintain the heritage and history of the village, but improve local residents’ quality
of life."

New Bolsover Model Village was built by the Bolsover Colliery Company in 1891 to accommodate its
workforce and is alasting legacy to the coa mining industry which dominated life in the town from 1891 to
1993. It was the first of a series of model villages developed by the company, and the design was influenced
by the emerging Arts and Crafts and Socialist Movements and their related Garden City ideas. At New
Bolsover, thisinfluence trandlated into building houses on three sides of alarge square with the school which
served as avillage hall on the fourth side. The centre forms an open space which serves as a playground for
the children as well as providing ample areafor shrubberies and flowerbeds and afocal point for the
community.

To accompany the colliery workers houses and the school (unfortunately now demolished), twelve villa
properties for the colliery officials and administrative staff, a cooperative store, aMiners Welfare, a
Methodist Church (also now demolished) and an orphanage were also built, together with allotments and
space for cricket, bowls, tennis and football.

The buildings were listed Grade 11 in 1989 and 2004. The Model Village is also situated within the Bolsover
Conservation Areawhich was first designated on 17 July 1971.

Jonathan Platt, Head of the Heritage Lottery Fund East Midlands, said: "Thisis an ambitious and highly
visionary project that will preserve an important part of the UK's coal mining heritage whilst strengthening
local pride and identity within the Model Village and connecting residents to the heritage on their doorsteps.
New Bolsover was amodel of how to do things in the 19th century and, thanks to thisinspirational project
and National Lottery players, it will become amodel of how to get the best out of historic propertiesin the
21st century."

Local resident Craig Gulliver responded: “New Bolsover is an amazing place that sadly has lacked the care
and attention it deserves. Speaking as aresident | am hugely grateful that finally we are going to see
something done to help not only make our houses ook better and restored somewhat towards their former
glory, but also to give us homes which are economical to heat. This investment represents real hope for the
area and the future islooking bright for the community.”

The Friends of New Bolsover Community Group will be holding a Christmas event on Thursday
17 December 2015. This provides an opportunity to celebrate the success of the bid. There will be
refreshments and free Christmas crafts for children. There will be photo opportunity for the pressand a



chance to meet some local residents.

Notesto editors

The main aims of the project are:

e To implement a program of repair and restoration, which will include the reinstatement of architectural
detailing such as windows.

e To work in partnership with community organisations to strengthen community spirit and promote
pridein local heritage.

e To improve housing and housing conditions for local people through physical improvement, better
maintenance, and improved thermal efficiency.

e To provide loca training and volunteering opportunities.
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