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Reality hits home exhibition - trench periscope

Display panels and artefacts from the 1915: Reality Hits Home exhibition, which contrasts the
frontline experiences of volunteers with life in North Craven during the first full year of war, will be
on display in Settle, Ingleton and Bentham libraries until Christmas.

Visitors to Bentham library will be able to learn about the role of Padres including the Rev. Harry
Blackburn and local hero Rev Theodore Bayley Hardy, an army chaplain from Bentham, who was
the most highly decorated non-combatant in the Great War. His heroism in staying with the
wounded in incredibly dangerous situations and tending to their wounds, won him the DSO, the
Military Cross and the Victoria Cross.

Meanwhile, users of Settle library can find out about Bertram Lambert, the Settle-born inventor of
the gas respirator, which saved numerous lives during the conflict and discover what happened to
the Settle territorials when they landed in France. Meanwhile, Ingleton library will be hosting
information about fund raising on the home front and letters that were sent home from the fighting
on the front line.
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Display panels from last year’s hugely successful War Beckons exhibition at The Folly will also be
exhibited at Skipton library. The panels, which focus on the role that local volunteers and horses
played in the war effort, will be on display until the middle of November.   
 
Anne Read, Honorary Curator at The Folly, says of the tour: "We are delighted that this year's
exhibition is having an extended life in other parts of Craven; it is important that as many people as
possible have the opportunity of learning about the lives and contributions of our forebears 100
years ago and we invite anyone with further information or stories to get in touch."

A new exhibition planned for next year at The Folly will continue to follow the fortunes of our local
soldiers as they face the horrors of the Somme and will also consider conscription and Craven’s
Conscientious Objectors, together with the role of medical personnel, including nurses. The
exhibition is part of the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF)-supported Craven and the First World War
project which is running a series of events and exhibitions to mark the centenary in the Craven
district over the next two years. 

Notes to editors

The Craven and the First World War project is a HLF project which is planning a series of events,
exhibitions and performances to mark the centenary in the Craven district. The project involves a
collection of community-focused organisations including Craven Museum and Gallery, Skipton
Town Council, Ermysted’s Grammar School, Aireville School, The Museum of North Craven Life
(Settle), North Yorkshire County Council Library and Community Services, and the Craven’s Part in
the Great War website.

Further information

Rob Freeman on tel: 01756 706 225 or email: RFreeman@cravendc.gov.uk
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http://www.cravenmuseum.org/whats-new/craven-and-the-first-world-war/
mailto:RFreeman@cravendc.gov.uk

