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More than £3m for East of England’s Historic
Places of Worship
18/02/2011

The grants were awarded under the organisations’ joint Repair Grants for Places of Worship scheme.*

Nationally, since 2002, almost £140million of grants have been awarded for more than 1,500 projects at
Grade I and II historic places of worship through the joint scheme, which is the largest single source of funds
to help congregations to care for historic churches, chapels, synagogues and other historic places of worship.

Despite the challenging economic climate, HLF and English Heritage have been able to maintain the planned
level of funding and support for places of worship in the current financial year. The Heritage Lottery Fund
has provided an extra £9million to maintain the £25million value of the total grants budget for 2010 – 11
(further funds will be offered to Grade II places of worship in March). HLF has also confirmed that it will
continue its increased level of support in future years. This means that despite English Heritage having to
withdraw most of its contribution for new awards from now on, the scheme can continue in its current
form. There will be no reduction in expert advice English Heritage staff and local support officers give to
congregations all over the East of England.

The regional launch will take place today at St Peter’s, Wilburton, in the Diocese of Ely, a Grade I listed
church with a tower dating from the 13th century. It has been offered at grant of £105,000 towards repairs to
the tower spire, which was last repaired in 1903, as well as timber repairs to the spire and louvres, reglazing
and masonry repairs to the tower parapets and stairs.

Greg Luton, Regional Director for English Heritage in the East of England, said: “Thanks to the generosity of
the Heritage Lottery Fund, and ultimately therefore of Lottery players, our historic places of worship in direct
need still have the vital safety net of the Repair Grants scheme. Without it, many brave but struggling
congregations would be faced with watching their beloved churches and chapels falling into ruin. Instead, the
combination of Heritage Lottery Fund money and English Heritage advice is seeing these wonderful
buildings revived and restored and becoming ever more central to their communities as places of prayer and
celebration and as a hub for local services.”

Robyn Llewellyn, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund East of England, said: “Historic places of worship are one
of our most treasured cultural assets. They occupy a unique position at the heart of communities up and down
the country, and are a focus for so many civil and social activities in addition to their central purpose as a
place for prayer and contemplation. Places of worship are one of the most instantly recognisable features of
our cultural landscape, and they continue to inspire people to get involved with and learn about their shared
history. This is at the very core of what the Heritage Lottery Fund wants to achieve and the reason we have
substantially increased our investment to the programme.”

Reverend Fiona Brampton of St Peter’s, Wilburton, said: “We are delighted that English Heritage and the
Heritage Lottery Fund have been able to help us. Our church is not only a beautiful treasure, but also a focal
point for the community here in Wilburton, Cambridgeshire.”

Grant offers to Grade I and Grade II churches in the East of England:



Bedfordshire
All Saints, Eyeworth, £79,000

Cambridgeshire
All Saints, Haslingfield, £88,000
Church of St Peter, Wilburton, £105,000
All Saints, Elton, £184,000
Botolph, Thorney, £151,000

Essex
St Mary the Virgin, Newport, £115,000
St James, Great Saling, Braintree, £86,000
St Peter, Great Totham, Maldon, £158,000

Hertfordshire
St Mary, Wallington , £68,000

Norfolk
St Mary Magdalene, Pulham Market,£123,000
St Nicholas, Bracon Ash, £47,000
St Nicholas, Great Yarmouth, £184,000
St Mary, Martham, £214,000
St Peter, Walpole, £111,000
St Peter, Upwell, £156,000
St John, Oxborough, £157,000
All Saints, Croxton, £103,000
St James, Ellingham, £101,000
St Andrew, Holme Hale, £65,000
Holy Trinity, Scoulton, £113,000
St Michael, Braydeston, £57,000
St Michael, Great Cressingham, £75,000
St Nicholas, Potter Heigham,£65,000
St Mary, Gayton Thorpe, £113,000
St Peter, Swainthorpe, £63,000
St Andrew, Metton, £109,000
St Peter, Little Ellingham, £68,000

Suffolk
St Andrew, Great Cornard, £49,000
St Bartholomew, Ingham, £98,000
St Mary, Bawdsey, £16,000

Notes to editors

* The Repair Grants for Places of Worship in England Scheme is funded mostly by the Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF) and administered by English Heritage (EH) on behalf of both organisations.

The scheme, in a slightly different form, began in 1996. Before then it was difficult to secure funding on the
scale required to help a place of worship facing closure or demolition because of high repair costs. 

Listed places of worship in England of all denominations are eligible for grants which support urgent repairs
to the fabric of the building with a focus on projects costing less than £250,000. There is a two-stage
application process with development funding available at Stage One to help work up proposals.

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/preApril2013/archive/Pages/repairgrantsforplacesofworship.aspx


The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme makes payments equivalent to the VAT incurred in making
repairs to listed buildings primarily in use for public worship. In the 2009-10 financial year, 3,745 claims
were paid UK-wide, with a total value of £14,963,412.67, giving an average grant of £3,996. Since last year’s
Comprehensive Spending Review, works on clocks, pews, bells, organs and professional services such as
architects’ fees are no longer eligible.
 
English Heritage is the Government’s statutory advisor on the historic environment. We provide advice on
how best to conserve England’s heritage for the benefit of everyone.  While most of England’s heritage is in
private hands, we work with all who come into contact with it - landowners, businesses, planners and
developers, national, regional and local government, the Third Sector, local communities and the general
public -  to help them understand, value, care for and enjoy England’s historic environment.
 
We are also entrusted with the custodianship of over 400 sites and monuments which together form the
national collection of built and archaeological heritage. These include some of the most important
monuments of human history such as Stonehenge and Hadrian’s Wall.
www.english-heritage.org.uk

Further information

Ellen Harrison, Communications Manager, English Heritage on 020 7973 3295 / ellen.harrison@english-
heritage.org.uk

Jenny Thompson, COI East on 01223 370784 or jenny.thompson@coi.gsi.gov.uk

Laura Bates, HLF Press Office on 0207 591 6027 or lbates@hlf.org.uk 
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