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Ten stories for Women’s History Month
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People dressed as Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale at the Florence Nightingale Museum. Credit:
Florence Nightingale Museum.
Explore inspiring projects we’ve funded that recognise women’s impact throughout history – and empower
women to get involved in heritage today.

We celebrate projects that recognise women trailblazers, uncover untold stories and encourage women from a
range of backgrounds to engage with heritage. 

Creative pioneers



Delia Derbyshire working in the BBC Radiophonic Workshop. Photo: Green Croft Arts.

Delia Derbyshire

Delia Derbyshire was an innovative electronic musician best known for her arrangement of the Doctor Who
theme tune. From oral histories to hands-on workshops, we’ve awarded over £100,000 to three projects that
are preserving her story.

Hundred Heroines – Dorothy Wilding – Gloucester pioneer

In 2023, our funding helped exhibit the work of Dorothy Wilding, one of the UK’s most accomplished and
commercially successful woman photographers. The show at Gloucester’s Eastgate Centre included iconic
photographs of legendary film stars, writers, celebrities and royalty from the 1920s to the 1950s.

Women in the history of medicine and healthcare

Malaysian Angels of the NHS

The Newham Chinese Association are gathering oral histories to preserve the life stories of 20 Malaysian
nurses who arrived in the UK to work for the NHS from the 1950s onwards.

From Scutari Hospital to NHS Nightingale: The British Hotel to Seacole Recovery
Centres

Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole were pioneers in British military nursing and social care, following
their work in the Crimean War in the 1850s. This project by the Florence Nightingale Museum explores their
achievements and legacy.

Defying convention and taking action

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/celebrating-music-pioneer-delia-derbyshire-doctor-whos-60th-anniversary
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/celebrating-music-pioneer-delia-derbyshire-doctor-whos-60th-anniversary
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/pioneering-portrait-photographer-dorothy-wilding-celebrated-new-exhibition
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/node/142843
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/node/139404


Risk Takers and History Makers investigated Bedford's hidden heritage.

Risk Takers and History Makers – Celebrating the voices of the Women of Bedford

This partnership project connected schools and the local community with museums and a local history
organisation. It explored the stories of four notable Bedford women from the last 300 years, who each fought
and struggled against society, social norms or government.

Her Hidden Histories

Under-served young women aged 12–18 explored unknown stories of women in Manchester who worked in
the male-dominated spheres of policing, transport and politics.

Rebellious Sounds Archive: women and activism

In 2017, Dreadnought South West began work on an online archive of oral histories. The archive contains
first-hand accounts about women and their activism, with special emphasis on LGBTQ+, disability and
diverse ethnic stories.

Empowering women in heritage

Reimagine, Remake, Replay

Part of our Kick the Dust programme, this project used creative and digital approaches to engage young
people aged 16–24 with museums across Northern Ireland. Two young women making their mark in heritage
wrote a blog describing their experiences of working with Ulster Museum.

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/node/92984
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/node/89829
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/node/110836
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/node/110553


The Fashion and Feminism exhibition at Ulster Museum inspired participants of the Reimagine,
Remake, Replay project.

Thistles and Dandelions

This project aims to connect under-represented women with heritage spaces in Glasgow. A programme of
museum residencies will offer upskilling opportunities and improve inclusivity in the sector.

Uzo Iwobe

Professor Uzo Iwobi OBE has made an outstanding contribution to heritage in her 30 years living in Wales.
Watch our interview with Uzo, where she shares her thoughts on heritage and the women who support the
sector.

Discover more

Sign up for our email newsletter to learn about the projects we fund and get tips to improve your application.

You might also be interested in...

 

Museum of the Moon by Luke Jerram is 6m in diameter and shows the moon’s surface using stunning NASA
imagery. Credit: Jenny Harper.

Discover the pioneering woman scientist who mapped the moon

 

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/node/139725
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/node/110962
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/node/110962
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/email-signup
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/discover-pioneering-woman-scientist-who-mapped-moon
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/conversation-race-council-cymru-founder-uzo-iwobi-obe


In conversation with Race Council Cymru founder, Uzo Iwobi OBE

 

Six women: stories of our LGBT+ heritage

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/conversation-race-council-cymru-founder-uzo-iwobi-obe
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/six-women-stories-our-LGBT-heritage

