
Oldest vehicle suspension bridge in the world
reopens 
18/04/2023

The Union Chain Bridge reopens to traffic following major restoration project. Credit:
Northumberland County Council
This World Heritage Day we celebrate the reopening of the iconic Union Chain Bridge that has
connected England and Scotland for 202 years.

The Union Chain Bridge has been restored to its former glory and has now reopened to traffic after
its painstaking restoration. The Heritage Fund awarded £3.14m to the restoration, which addressed
serious concerns about the condition of the world-famous structure.

Across a period of 30 months every single piece of the structure was removed, checked and
restored before being carefully reassembled.

The restoration work has combined the traditional workmanship used when the bridge was first built
with state of the art technical engineering and techniques used in Alpine ski resorts. The innovative
ski-lift technology will help to ensure that the bridge will continue to be a standout heritage
landmark for years to come.
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The Union Chain Bridge. Credit: Northumberland County Council

Inspiring future generations

As well as conserving the historic structure, the project team also developed an inspiring
programme of community engagement and education activities, many of which aimed to inspire the
next generation of engineers.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the proposed activity plans had to be adapted and were taken
online. A number of downloadable activities were created, including making a model Union Chain
Bridge and sharing videos of people’s memories of the bridge. Local families also received science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) kits to encourage a new generation of engineers
and bridge enthusiasts.

Celebrating industrial heritage

To celebrate the reopening of the bridge Northumberland County Council, Scottish Borders
Council, Museums Northumberland and community group Friends of the Union Chain Bridge held a
grand event.
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A vintage car and school children cross the Union Chain Bridge as it reopens to traffic.
Credit: Northumberland County Council

A vintage car and pipers travelled across the bridge and the local community gathered to mark the
occasion.

Helen Featherstone, Director, England, North at the Heritage Fund, said: “It is a ground-breaking
feat of engineering and the fact that it remains such a significant landmark, and standout tourist
attraction after more than 200 years, is a testament to the UK’s remarkable industrial heritage.”

More exciting projects in the North

To keep up-to-date with news of our funding in the North:

sign up to our newsletter and select the ‘North’ box
visit our dedicated North web page
follow us on Twitter

You might also be interested in...

Page 3

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/email-updates
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/in-your-area/north
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundNOR


News

Future of the historic Union Chain Bridge secured 

For 200 years the Union Chain Bridge has crossed the River Tweed, connecting Fishwick in
Scotland to Horncliffe in England. Thanks to National Lottery funding, crucial repair works
beginning early next year will ensure this link continues. To celebrate the cross-border project, His
Royal Highness
19/09/2019
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https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/future-historic-union-chain-bridge-secured


Pont Gadwyni Hanesyddol Llangollen yn ail-agor i’r cyhoedd ar ôl 30 mlynedd

News

Historic Llangollen Chain Bridge re-opened to the public after
30 years 

Llangollen Chain Bridge will today be re-opened to the public for the first time in over 30 years.
Eddie Butler, rugby commentator and presenter of the former BBC Wales series Hidden Histories,
will officially re-open the bridge which is thought to be the oldest chain links bridge in the world.
28/05/2015
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https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/historic-llangollen-chain-bridge-re-opened-public-after-30-years
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/historic-llangollen-chain-bridge-re-opened-public-after-30-years


Tom Curtis and Simon Whitehouse from The Pioneer Sailing Trust working on the CK18 Pioneer.
Credit: Megan Taylor.

Hub

Industrial, maritime and transport  

Celebrating the innovative buildings, transport and technology that helped shape the modern world.
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https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/our-work/industrial-maritime-and-transport

