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North Wales seagrass meadows will help tackle the
climate crisis 
14/12/2022
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Seagrass with sunlight. Credit: Lewis Jefferies / WWF UK Copyright Lewis Jefferies / WWF UK
We have awarded £1million to Seagrass Ocean Rescue to restore 10 hectares of seagrass meadows off
Pwllheli, Abersoch and Anglesey.

Five million seagrass seeds are being planted in an area the size of 18 football pitches to improve water
quality and provide spawning and feeding grounds for marine species.

Seagrass is a wonder plant which provides incredible benefits for people, nature and climate.

Ricardo Zanre, Ocean Restoration Programme Manager at WWF

The seagrass meadows will filter pollution and help to combat the climate crisis by trapping carbon and
providing protection from coastal erosion.

Ricardo Zanre, Ocean Restoration Programme Manager at WWF explains: “Seagrass is a wonder plant which
provides incredible benefits for people, nature and climate. Sadly, it has all but disappeared from Welsh
waters, so we are delighted to receive this funding which will help us restore vital seagrass meadow to the
north Wales coastline.”

Working in partnership

Seagrass Ocean Rescue is managed by WWF in partnership with Project Seagrass, Swansea University,
North Wales Wildlife Trust and Pen Ll?n a’r Sarnau SAC.

The seagrass restoration project is also being designed and delivered with local communities in North West
Wales.

The need to tackle and reverse the effects of the climate crisis has never been greater...

Andrew White, Director of The National Lottery Heritage Fund in Wales

Loss of seagrass meadows

The UK has lost up to 92% of its seagrass habitats over the last 100 years.

And according to research, there remains only an estimated 4582 hectares of seagrass habitat along the Welsh
coast and most of it is in a "perilous state".

 A hand holding a pile of long, green seedsImage not found or type unknown

Harvested seagrass seeds. Credit: Nina Constable / WWF UK

https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rsos.150596


Funding important nature projects is a priority

Andrew White, Director of The National Lottery Heritage Fund in Wales said: "The need to tackle and
reverse the effects of the climate crisis has never been greater and funding important nature projects such as
this is a key priority for the Heritage Fund in Wales.

“This important seagrass restoration project in North Wales will help revitalise and restore seagrass meadows
in North Wales and train local residents in marine conservation skills so that they can get actively involved in
combatting the climate emergency.”

Funding for your heritage project

We’re committed to tackling the climate crisis. Find out more about our work to support nature’s recovery
across the UK.

If you've got an idea for heritage project in Wales, get in touch to find out how we can support you.

You might also be interested in...
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‘Into the garden and beyond’ – improving visitor access to Parc Cefn Onn
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Volunteers improve access to ancient woodlands. Craig Gwladus project in Cilfrew.

Apply for heritage grants in Neath Port Talbot and Rhondda Cynon Taf
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How we're tackling the climate crisis

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/about/climate-change
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/about/climate-change
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/in-your-area/wales
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/garden-and-beyond-improving-visitor-access-parc-cefn-onn
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/videos/apply-heritage-grants-neath-port-talbot-and-rhondda-cynon-taf
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/about/climate-change

