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Follow in the footsteps of ‘Gentleman Jack’ in
Edinburgh
22/02/2021
Anne Lister painting by Joshua HornerImage not found or type unknown  
©Shibden Hall
A new walking tour following in the footsteps of diarist and world traveller Anne Lister will help people
explore the LGBT+ history and culture of Edinburgh.

Anne Lister, often described as the ‘first modern lesbian’, became famous for the diaries she kept. In 2019,
Anne's life was depicted in the popular BBC series Gentleman Jack, starring Suranne Jones. 

“Anne Lister was a phenomenal woman. A mountaineer, scholar, traveller, you name it – she
broke society’s strict rules about how a woman should live and love."

Stef Lauer, Hands on Consulting

Born in 1791, she penned 26 volumes reflecting her life as a successful businesswoman, science enthusiast,
traveller and mountaineer. However, around one sixth of her five million words were written in code,
consisting of Greek letters and algebraic signs. It was at the end of the 19th century, when a surviving
relative managed to decipher her writing, that Anne’s secret love affairs with women were uncovered.

Edinburgh’s LGBT+ Culture
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In May 1828, Anne travelled to Edinburgh to explore the city with her companion, Scottish
noblewoman Sibella MacLean. Thanks to her obsession with recording in minute detail, her experiences and
observations will now be shared more widely with the LGBT+ community as they explore the city.

Somewhere EDI are a grassroots social enterprise committed to championing Edinburgh's LGBT+
community. Thanks to a £10,000 grant awarded through the National Lottery Grants for Heritage
programme, Somewhere have created walking tours to follow in Anne's footsteps and explore the LGBT+
history of Edinburgh. Each tour group will also have the opportunity to plant a tree to create an Anne Lister
Grove, representing the diarist’s love of horticulture.

Stef Lauer of Hands On Consulting will be leading the tours. She said: “Anne Lister was a phenomenal
woman. A mountaineer, scholar, traveller, you name it – she broke society’s strict rules about how a woman
should live and love.

“She was also authentically herself – living a lesbian life at a time it would be unthinkable to do so. With the
support of The National Lottery Heritage Fund, I am so excited to be able to bring some of Anne’s Scottish
stories and adventures to a wide audience in and around Edinburgh.”

Thomas Anderson-Thatcher, Director of Somewhere, said: “Somewhere is all about supporting and
championing LGBTQ+ culture and heritage, and this fantastic news about National Lottery funding will help
us tell our own stories farther and wider, and reach our intersectional communities who are often more

https://somewhereedi.org/


marginalised.”
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The second series of Gentleman Jack is being filmed in Halifax at Anne Lister’s ancestral home, Shibden
Hall. The Tudor hall and barn, and the surrounding estate landscape, was restored thanks to funding from The
National Lottery Heritage Fund.

Angela Clare, Collections Manager at Calderdale Museums, said: “Shibden Hall are delighted to hear that
The National Lottery Heritage Fund is supporting Somewhere to deliver these new Anne Lister Tours in
Scotland. We look forward to welcoming people inspired by the Scottish tours to visit Shibden Hall, Anne’s
ancestral home in Yorkshire.”

The Anne Lister Walking Tours of Edinburgh will begin as soon as restrictions lift.

Heritage with inclusion at its heart is incredibly powerful in bringing people together and creating a fairer
society for all. Find out more.

You might also be interested in...
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Conserving stories of Northern Ireland’s LGBTQ+ heritage
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A young Shaper/Caper dancer

Here Me out: exploring Dundee’s young LGBTQ+ heritage
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£1.9m to help Highlands heritage

https://annelistertours.co.uk/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/our-work/inclusion
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/conserving-stories-northern-irelands-lgbtq-heritage
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/projects/here-me-out-exploring-dundees-young-lgbtq-heritage
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