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Nine waysto celebrate 2019
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Thisyear, we celebrated 25 years of looking after the nation’s heritage. But that’ s not all that happened —
here are some of our highlights.
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2019 was a year of looking back —to all the projects we' ve funded since the first National Lottery draw in
1994 — and looking forward, with our new name, structure and ways we give out our grants.

Thisisjust afew of the things we were proud to have achieved in 2019...

A revolution in heritage funding



In January, the new-look National Lottery Heritage Fund changed the way we invest in the UK's most-loved
heritage. We now have open programmes of funding from £3,000 up to £5million and beyond.

We aso launched our new Strategic Funding Framework. Our CEO Ros Kerslake discussed our new
priorities and aimsin The Times and on BBC Radio 4's Front Row.

It made a big splash on social media: we particularly enjoyed this Game of Thrones-inspired tweet.

Giving back to heritage charities
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Two singersin the orget-me-not Chorus, which supports people living with dementia. The
charity hit its fundraising target. Credit: Kirsten McTernan

This autumn, we supported 31 charitiesin the UK’ s biggest online match funding campaign The Big Give
Christmas Challenge 2019. The campaign smashed records to raise £15.6m in seven days — and 25 of the 31
charities we championed achieved their target.

As part of our dedication to resilience in the heritage sector, with the help of celebslike Alexander
Armstrong explaining how the campaign works, we invested £250,000 to help projects like the Forget-me-
not Chorusin Wales reach their funding goals — what a great Christmas present!



https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/new-look-national-lottery-heritage-fund-unveils-plans-next-five-years
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/about/strategic-funding-framework-2019-2024
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/national-lottery-wants-its-name-on-our-heritage-b50msc8fq
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00028ct
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundNOR/status/1137009749940219904
https://donate.thebiggive.org.uk/christmas-challenge-2019/national-lottery-heritage-fund
https://donate.thebiggive.org.uk/christmas-challenge-2019/national-lottery-heritage-fund
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q1KVy8lQEc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q1KVy8lQEc

Reaching a quarter century

Derry Girls star Saoirse-Monica Jackson shows us around Derry

This November saw us celebrating our silver anniversary — and also a golden age of heritage!

Since The National Lottery launched in 1994, we have invested over £8billion in the UK's heritage. This year
a host of famous faces helped us celebrate The National Lottery’s 25t B rthday. Chris Packham built bird
boxes to highlight the ways funding is helping the natural world, astronaut Major Tim Peake spoke of the
importance of funding for science and Helen Skelton climbed Ben Nevis with a youth group to launch a map
of National Lottery-funded outdoor adventures — to name just afew!

We also made these films which celebrated our impact (so far) on:

Dundee
Rochdale
Waltham Forest
Blaenavon

e Great Yarmouth

e Derry

Our happy birthday film also went down a storm on Twitter as did this amazing piece of 25th Birthday
artwork by David Mach - and we were happy to receive birthday wishes from grantees including the British



https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/hub/national-lottery-25
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/chris-packham-and-jamal-edwards-celebrate-25-years-funding-nature
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/25-years-astronaut-tim-peake-celebrates-national-lottery-funding-world-science
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/25-years-astronaut-tim-peake-celebrates-national-lottery-funding-world-science
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/25-years-national-lottery-love-uks-great-outdoors
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/25-years-cultural-renaissance-dundee-city-discovery
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/25-years-inspiring-passion-people-and-pride-rochdale
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/25-years-discovering-origins-grime-and-connecting-communities-waltham-forest
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/25-years-restoring-prosperity-and-pride-blaenavon
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/25-years-reviving-forgotten-heritage-broads
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/25-years-derry-girls-star-takes-us-tour-her-home-city
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundUK/status/1196720777720147968
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundUK/status/1184380745730666496
https://twitter.com/britishmuseum/status/1196741838641741824?s=20

Museum, the Woodland Trust and Barnsley Museums.

Check out some of the fun films about our local impact, this beautiful graphic from our team in Wales and 25
years in 25 seconds.

Saying Thanksto You

Big Narstie in Kenwood House

Rapper Big Narstie was just one of the celebs who helped us take part in Thanks To Y ou, the UK's biggest
scheme saying "thank you" to National Lottery players who make what we do possible. Big Narstie joined
Derry Girls Jamie-Lee O’ Donnell, Love Island’s Anton Danyluk and comedian Elis Jamesin funny films
exploring some of the UK's most-loved heritage — some of which opened for free or gave specia offersto

National Lottery ticket-wielding visitorsin November.

The Eden Project lit up its famous biomes like giant National Lottery balls to mark the occasion - with
activist and model Lily Cole hitting the switch.

Celebrating LGBT+ history


https://twitter.com/britishmuseum/status/1196741838641741824?s=20
https://twitter.com/WoodlandTrust/status/1196722355978088449?s=20
https://twitter.com/BarnsleyMuseums/status/1199262941301936129?s=20
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundL_S/status/1196749874626269185
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundCYM/status/1196778298396811264
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundSCO/status/1196739638427291648 
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundSCO/status/1196739638427291648 
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/25-years-stars-launch-free-offers-national-lottery-players
https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/2019-11-21/cornwall-s-eden-project-biomes-transformed-into-giant-national-lottery-balls/

In August, we celebrated Pride Month on our website, including a fascinating discussion between archivist
experts Jan Pimblett and Veronica McKenzie on diversity, partnerships, and what's happened since Stonewall
. On socia media, we shared afilm about Queer Britain's Joseph Galliano's tour of the V&A.

We aso announced the first large-scale LGBT+ project to be funded in Northern Ireland.

Sharing storiesfor Black History Month

Christine Francis with her grandghter

The thought-provoking National L ottery-funded Colour of Love photographic project in Nottinghamshire
was featured in the Mirror. It celebrated the love stories — and shared the struggles — of peoplein interracial
marriages between the 1940s and 1970s. We told the story as part of our Black History Month celebration,
which also saw us look at what it's like to work in the heritage world as a black person.

Heritage Horizon Awards


https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/conversation-jan-pimblett-and-veronica-mckenzie-archives-and-collecting-stories
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundUK/status/1155402515455913984
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/12092019-heritage-fund-lgbt-initiative-northern-ireland
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/police-asked-mum-knew-dating-20075179
https://www.instagram.com/p/B4KBfL9nzOc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/35537121

Our big news in the summer was the launch of the new Heritage Horizon Awards, worth £5m and over. Our
CEO explained what we were looking for: "Something that will deliver a significant impact for people and
communities. It hasreally got to be something outstanding.”

The awards came to the attention of the Museums Journal, Museums + Heritage Advisor, Loca Gov,
NewsStart, Museums Association, and Church Times among others - and the shortlist is set to be revealed
early in 2020 (the demand for grants has been "huge").

A helping hand for nature


https://twitter.com/HeritageFundUK/status/1141254896362119169
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/launch-100million-heritage-horizon-awards
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/think-big-how-apply-heritage-horizon-awards
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/19062019-lottery-funding-for-large-scale-projects
https://advisor.museumsandheritage.com/news/national-lottery-heritage-horizon-awards-offer-sector-100m-boost/
https://www.localgov.co.uk/Heritage-projects-given-100m-funding-boost/47623
https://newstartmag.co.uk/articles/lottery-to-spend-100m-on-transformational-heritage-projects/
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/19062019-lottery-funding-for-large-scale-projects
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2019/21-june/news/uk/100m-incentive-for-churches-and-cathedrals-to-think-positive
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/huge-demand-new-heritage-horizon-awards




TV presenter Steve Backshall celebrates with the Back from the Brink team

In ayear when good news for nature has been hard to find, we had plenty of great stories to share.

e Our Back from the Brink project - invested in by us to atune of £4.6m, won the prestigious heritage

category at the National Lottery Awards. Thisincredible project brings together seven conservation
charities and thousands of volunteersto try to save 200 endangered species. It was voted for by

the public - so thanks to Chris Packham (and his fans!) among others for encouraging people to get
involved.

Other bright spots for nature included:

and:

our top tips for helping nature

getting up, close and personal with the Marsh Fritillary

news stories about investment of more than £400,000 in saving the beautiful smooth snakeon ITV, the
BBC, the Daily Mail and lots more

the chance to restore South Wales "lost peatlands’

£4m to help at-risk sand dunes thrive again - not least with a "bunny boost"

our innovative partnership with the National Trust to explore new ways of looking after our parks and
urban green spaces

And finally...


https://twitter.com/chrisgpackham/status/1163889171934699520
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundUK/status/1123884452541808643
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundL_S/status/1167382589180657671
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/lifeline-uks-rarest-reptile-smooth-snake
https://www.itv.com/news/2019-07-16/smooth-snakes-boosted-with-412-000-lottery-funding-to-save-secretive-species/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-49000927
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-7249141/Lottery-pledges-nearly-half-MILLION-pounds-protect-smooth-snake.html
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundCYM/status/1166639238202482688
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/2019/07/29/bunny-boost-british-sand-dunes-rabbits-act-natural-lawn-mowers/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/national-trust-and-national-lottery-team-future-parks-initiative
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/national-trust-and-national-lottery-team-future-parks-initiative

Sir Peter meets Professor Julian A Dowdeswell at the Scot Polar Resééréﬁ I' nsttute

A fond farewell to our wonderful chair, Sir Peter Luff, who wrote in the Evening Standard about the
transformational power of National Lottery funding:

"By inspiring their interest in the stories of the past, the National Lottery Heritage Fund also
changes the stories of people living today."

Sr Peter Luff



https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/sir-peter-luff-stand-down-chair-national-lottery-heritage-fund-and-national-heritage-memorial
https://www.standard.co.uk/comment/comment/heritage-fund-makes-the-most-of-lottery-of-life-a4287221.html
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/25-years-funding-uks-incredible-heritage

25 years of funding for UK heritage: our film



https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/stories/25-years-funding-uks-incredible-heritage

