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Music to Bristol’s ears! Historic music hall given
the go-ahead for restoration project 
01/05/2018
Bristol Music Trust has secured nearly £5m to redevelop Colston Music Hall Image not found or type unknown  
Colston Hall is run by Bristol Music Trust Bristol Music Trust
It’s the site of a famous Beatles flour-bombing incident, and suffragettes Vera Holme and Elsie Howey once
hid here overnight so they could shout ‘votes for women’ during a speech the next day. Now, Colston Hall is
set to become one of the country's best arts and learning facilities.

Bristol Music Trust’s two-year project will remodel the Main Hall and the Lantern, and the extensive cellars
will be opened up for the first time, creating a new intimate performance space and modern education suite. 
Once completed in 2020, the venue will be able to welcome 35% more people, with an extra 50 full-time
jobs.

Fab Four memories

Colston Hall has a rich and varied history.  The Beatles incident happened during the last gig of the Beatles
UK tour on 10 November 1964, when local students accessed the lighting gantry and tipped bags of flour
over their heads.  The suffragette incident took place in 1909.

“Colston Hall is a landmark site in Bristol which is famous for its musical heritage."

Nerys Watts, Head of HLF South West, said:  “Colston Hall is a landmark site in Bristol which is famous for
its musical heritage, having hosted numerous entertainment ‘greats’, including Duke Ellington and Jimi
Hendrix.”

Tales of the city

The renovations are thanks to a just-announced £4.8million National Lottery grant, which will also fund
permanent displays in the hall, giving audiences a new insight into the central role it has played in Bristol life
for over 150 years

Call to action!

A public-giving campaign, launched in 2017, is ongoing and donors will receive a plaque on their chosen
seat with the dedication of their choice ready for when the transformed hall re-opens.

Efallai y bydd gennych chi ddiddordeb hefyd mewn ...

A still from the There IS Black in the Union Jack documentary filmImage not found or type unknown  
A still from the There IS Black in the Union Jack documentary film Black South West Network

https://www.colstonhall.org/about-us/bristol-music-trust
http://www.colstonhall.org/transform-the-hall
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/cy/news/exploring-century-ideas-bristol


Exploring a century of ideas in Bristol
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Bristol Old Vic is marking its 250th anniversary Jon Craig

UK’s oldest theatre and largest open air museum awarded funding

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/cy/news/exploring-century-ideas-bristol
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/cy/news/uks-oldest-theatre-and-largest-open-air-museum-awarded-funding

