Moor than meets the eye

10/06/2014

They have been working together over the last year as the Moor than meets the eye Landscape
Partnership to show that there is indeed 'Moor than meets the eye' to Dartmoor. They have
developed the winning scheme of 28 integrated projects which will bring important benefits for
Dartmoor’s heritage. It will bring people together to explore Dartmoor’s past, conserve its wildlife,
improve understanding of the moor and develop and share the skills to look after it for generations
to come.

The additional funding has come from the partnership which is made up of 13 public, private and
voluntary sector organisations with interests on Dartmoor, with Dartmoor National Park Authority as
the lead partner.

“We’ve formed this partnership because we can achieve more by working together than we can on
our own” said Bill Hitchins, Chairman of Dartmoor National Park Authority.

“I am delighted that we have been successful in our bid for Heritage Lottery Fund investment. This
is brilliant news for Dartmoor — a £3.8m investment which will bring huge benefits to the heritage of
Dartmoor. I'm sure our success is down to finding new ways for the organisations and communities
involved to work together.” said Tom Stratton, the Land Agent for the Duchy of Cornwall and Chair
of the Moor than meets the eye Landscape Partnership Board.
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Nerys Watts, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund South West, said: “Over the past decade, we’ve had
great success with our Landscape Partnership schemes, especially in the South West, and many
threatened landscapes are already on the road to a more secure future. Supporting projects such
as Moor than meets the eye is particularly important for us at HLF as they bring together both
community groups and public bodies with a shared passion of caring for our incredible natural
environment. Today’'s HLF investment for this historically significant landscape will not only
strengthen those partnerships but also capture the enthusiasm of local communities and help
reconnect them with this wonderful slice of nature.”

The scheme will help people to reveal how our ancestors lived and worked on Dartmoor. Projects
like 'Unveiling the archaeology of the High moor' will involve them in research, archaeology and the
conservation of some of our most important heritage assets. The 'Parishscapes’ project will provide
grants and advice for communities to develop their own community heritage projects and explore
their own parish.

Dartmoor is important for its diverse wildlife and rich habitats. This is reflected in projects like
'Postbridge Hay meadows' and ‘Moorland birds'. These will ensure that important conservation
work and the sharing of good practice are undertaken to benefit Dartmoor’s wildlife. Education and
interpretive projects like 'Discovering the Dartmoor story' are a key element. They will help visitors
to Dartmoor and the communities who live here make new connections with the landscape and
develop a better understanding of its heritage through a range of media including interactive
guides, interpretation and project work. The final part of the scheme will look at how we share and
maintain the skills to look after Dartmoor for future generations. This will include the launch of the
Dartmoor Diploma, a formal qualification which will help people gain these skills.

In short this scheme will tell the story of the people and landscape of Dartmoor over 4,000
years...the Dartmoor Story.

Notes to editors

The Landscape Partnership Scheme had previously received funding of £100,000 from the
National Lottery through HLF to support the work on developing the scheme more fully.

The organisations that form the partnership are, Dartmoor National Park Authority, Dartmoor
Farmers Association, Dartmoor Partnership, Dartmoor Preservation Association, Dartmoor

Commoners Council, Devon County Council, Duchy of Cornwall, English Heritage, Forestry
Commission, Natural England, South West Lakes Trust, the RSPB and the Woodland Trust.

The main aims of the Moor than meets the eye project are:

¢ to help people learn about and learn from the past

¢ to help people understand, appreciate and enjoy the cultural and natural environment now

¢ to develop projects and skills to conserve and sustain the area’s heritage for future
generations

¢ to sustain a living and working landscape through business opportunities that capture the
value of the landscape

¢ to develop a well-trained and co-ordinated volunteer workforce which will become the legacy
of the project long after funding has ceased
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Extending for an area of 280 sq km of central and south east Dartmoor, Moor than meets the eye
will provide the opportunity to reveal and restore Bronze Age, industrial and medieval sites and

buildings. It will provide a focus for local people to record and restore features of historic and
wildlife interest in their communities.

A particular theme of the project is to inspire and involve local people and visitors in learning about,
understanding and exploring the variety of heritage that exists in the area; and to get involved in its
conservation through a wide range of volunteering opportunities. The scheme will provide
opportunities for economic growth linked to the landscape.
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