
New COVID-19 recovery funding for
organisations and individuals in Northern
Ireland
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Giant's Ring
???????Department for Communities funding will support the heritage sector in Northern Ireland,
helping it to weather the continuing financial impact of the pandemic.

Two funding strands – part of the Department for Communities’ wider Covid Recovery Programme
– are available to support organisations and individuals working in the heritage sector in Northern
Ireland.

We hope this funding will play a vital role in sustaining heritage in Northern Ireland.

- Paul Mullan, Director of Northern Ireland, the Heritage Fund

This funding is being distributed by the Heritage Fund following criteria set by the Department for
Communities.

Page 1



Covid Recovery Programme for Heritage Organisations

The Covid Recovery Programme for Heritage Organisations aims to reduce or remove heritage
organisations’ financial operating deficits which have arisen as a result of the pandemic in the
2021-2022 financial year.

Grants from £2,000 up to £50,000 are available. In exceptional circumstances, grants of over
£50,000 are also available.

The funding is open to not-for-profit heritage organisations operating in Northern Ireland.
Organisations that work with all types of heritage are eligible to apply – from built to natural
heritage, and those that preserve objects, stories or species. 

Support webinar

An applicant support webinar (sign up) – with a chance to ask questions – will take place on
Tuesday 21 December at 11am. Any FAQs will be made available on the funding guidance web
page shortly afterwards.

Find out more and apply

Organisations have from Friday 17 December 2021 until noon on Friday 21 January 2022 to apply.
Organisations applying for over £50,000 should submit a Project Enquiry Form by noon on
Tuesday 5 January 2022. 

Refer to the full guidance for more information.

Covid Recovery Programme for Heritage Individuals

The Covid Recovery Programme for Heritage Individuals will provide support to self-employed and
freelance individuals working across the heritage sector. This could include conservators, builders,
craftworkers and tour guides.

Skilled heritage worker
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It is aimed at individuals who were trading viably before COVID-19, have exhausted all other
reasonable financing options, and whose income and earning potential has been negatively
impacted by the pandemic.   

Grants of £2,000 are available.

Support webinar

An applicant support webinar (sign up) – with a chance to ask questions – will take place on
Monday 10 January 2022 at 12pm. Any FAQs will be made available on the funding guidance web
page shortly after.

Find out more and apply

Application are open from Friday 17 December 2021 until noon on Friday 28 January 2022. Refer
to the full guidance for more information. 

Sustaining heritage in Northern Ireland

The Heritage Fund’s Director of Northern Ireland, Paul Mullan, said: “We are grateful to the
Department for Communities for providing this funding to help the heritage sector confront the
ongoing challenges of COVID-19.

“Many of our heritage organisations have lost income during a challenging year and without
support, we risk losing the skills of individuals whose livelihoods depend on heritage.

“We hope this funding will play a vital role in sustaining heritage in Northern Ireland.”

Stay updated about our news in Northern Ireland

To stay updated about news of our Northern Ireland projects and funding:

sign up to our newsletter and select the ‘Northern Ireland’ option
follow us on Twitter and Facebook
keep an eye on our dedicated Northern Ireland web page

Efallai y bydd gennych chi ddiddordeb hefyd mewn ...
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Belfast City Hall

Newyddion

Shared History Fund: bringing people together to mark
Centenary of Northern Ireland 

Thirty nine projects have received grants totalling £1million to mark the Centenary of Northern
Ireland in a thoughtful, inclusive and engaging way.
12/03/2021

Page 4

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/shared-history-fund-bringing-people-together-mark-centenary-northern-ireland
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/shared-history-fund-bringing-people-together-mark-centenary-northern-ireland


Newyddion

Connecting Northern Ireland communities with their local
heritage 

Through the Community Heritage Fund, we’ve awarded 29 grants across Northern Ireland to help
strengthen people’s connection with the heritage on their doorstep.
04/02/2021
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Titanic Belfast and SS Nomadic

Newyddion

Northern Ireland heritage on the road to recovery thanks to
£5.28million funding 

£5.28million Department of Communities funding will support 50 heritage organisations and 41
heritage workers, reaching across the sector and keeping vital skills alive.
15/02/2021
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